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EXT. BANJO'S OFFICE

Banjo turns the corner, and as Cooper follows behind...

INT. BANJO'S OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

...his expression quickly turns to horror.

BANJO (O.C.)
Welcome to Verona's missing persons
unit! Come in, make yourself at
home.

Cooper takes in Banjo's office from behind the doorway:

It's little more than a storage closet turned hoarder's den.
Files & boxes are spread haphazardly across the floor.

On the wall is a portrait PHOTO OF DIANNE, in the same dress
she wears in Cooper's photo.

MATCH CUT TO:

Another PORTRAIT – almost identical, except she looks
roughly a year older.

MATCH CUT TO:

Another PORTRAIT. Then ANOTHER. THEN ANOTHER, each one
DIGITALLY ALTERED to appear older the last.

Beneath each portrait, thick white letters read:

HAVE YOU SEEN THIS GIRL?

CLOSE-UP: Cooper's eyes dart across the wall of Diannes. Of
what could have been.

Their hollow, feminine eyes stare right through him.

BANJO (O.C.)
Think fast-

Banjo throws a STUBBY to Cooper - he barely catches it.

COOPER
(stuttering)

What is this?

BANJO
(cracking open his beer)

A freebie. C'mon, let me show you
something.
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Banjo flicks through a folder as he speaks.

BANJO
...City cops are fuckin' useless. I
scrubbed through every security
camera from here to Brisbane, until
I found... Ah! Here.

COOPER
Is that...?

BANJO
Dianne, exactly. And that is a long
distance cargo truck registered in
New South Wales. Now they were a
bitch to wrangle, but-

COOPER
Have you ever considered that she
didn't want to be found?

BANJO
What? Of course she would. She
didn't run away.

COOPER
How can you be so sure?

BANJO
Because we were in love. We had
everything we needed to be happy,
and she knew that.

COOPER
I don't know. Maybe she knew
something that frightened her.
Something she couldn't tell you.

BANJO
Those are big maybes coming from a
stranger.

COOPER
Maybe. I'm just starting to think
you don't know her at all.

BANJO
What the fuck's gotten into you?
Who do you think you are coming
into my town and telling me who my
girlfriend was?
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COOPER
I don't know, Banjo. Who do you
think I am?

BANJO
You're not... you can't be...

COOPER
I never said I was.

BANJO
But...

COOPER
Take a long hard look, and tell me
you can't see it. Please.

So he does. Cooper looks back in anticipation.

BANJO
How could you do this to me?

COOPER
I thought you'd be happy to see me.

BANJO
Do you have any idea how long I
waited? for her- you, I mean- Fuck!

COOPER
This wasn't about you. I didn't ask
you to do any of this.

BANJO
You took her from me!

COOPER
I can't believe I thought this
could've been different.

Cooper turns to leave.

BANJO
Where the fuck do you think you're
going?

COOPER
Anywhere but here.

BANJO
You're not leaving me again.
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COOPER
Goodbye, Banjo. I don't need you to
save me.

Cooper turns to towards the door.

Before he can leave: Banjo launches forward to SUCKER-PUNCH
Cooper-

-BUT THE BLOW HITS DIANNE INSTEAD.

Cooper hits the ground with a THUD.

CUT TO BLACK.


